Lord’s Day 31 Name:

The written part of this lesson is quite short since there is considerable reading for you to do in
connection with the subject of the keys of the kingdom. Be sure to read carefully every reference from the
back of the Psalter as they come up under “B.”

A. The keys of the kingdom in general.

1. The kingdom of heaven is likened to a city which has a wall about it, and in the wall there
is a gate which has a lock. The keys of the kingdom open and close this gate. Which are the keys
of the kingdom?

a.

b.
2. The preaching of the Gospel is the most important key because it is constantly exercised,
and because it spells out the steps in discipline.

a. What twofold effect does the preaching have upon those who hear it?

b. What words in Answer 84 give us this twofold effect of the preaching?

1) When it is declared and publicly testified to all and every believer

2) When it is declared and testified to all unbelievers

3. Read Matthew 16:19 and 18:18. What do these verses have to say about the validity or

power of that which the church does on earth?

4. According to Answer 85, Christian discipline is exercised upon those who, under the name
of Christians, maintain or not consistent with the Christian
faith.
a. Discipline is not begun until after . b.Who ar

not to get rid of a person, but to

d. Thus, the rule in all discipline matters is patience and love!
B. Specific points about discipline.
1. Read the Belgic Confession, Art. 29.

a. This article states that the marks of a true church are:



1) , 2) , and 3)

b. If there is a lack of discipline in the church, will the preaching remain pure?

Explain:

2. Read from the Church Order, Art. 74-77. Especially in Articles 76 and 77 do we find the

three steps of Christian discipline:

a. If a person does not repent, he is suspended or barred from

b. Then, this impenitence is to the congregation three times.
1) The first time, the name of the sinner
2) The second time, with the advice of , the name shall be
mentioned.
3) The third time, the is informed that unless he

he shall be
c. The third step is the actual reading of the Form for Excommunication.
3. Turn to this form as found in the back of the Psalter. Do you have any questions about this

form? If so, write them down here.

4, From the above, it is clear that the one sin for which a person is excommunicated from the

church is really . By refusing to repent, the sinner shows he is outside the

kingdom.
5. The power of the church is key power. The power of the state is sword power. By using the

example of a man who has committed murder or robbery, explain the difference.

6. According to the Questions for Profession of Faith, Number 3, what does a person promise

to do if he becomes delinquent?

10



